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What is saltmarsh? 
Found mostly in sheltered estuaries where sediment can 
accumulate, saltmarshes are the upper, vegetated parts of 
mudflats that are exposed between the tides.  
The specialist plants that grow in saltmarshes are adapted to 
regular immersion by the salty tides (halophytic plants). Different 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

onservation objectives 
 Ensure there is no net loss 
f saltmarsh habitat in 
armarthenshire due to 
uman factors. 
 Maintain and enhance the 
uality of saltmarsh through 
ppropriate management. 
 Seek opportunities to create 
dditional areas of saltmarsh 
egetation. 

hat you can do to help: 
 If you own this habitat seek 
dvice on its management.  

urther information: 
ww.ccw.org.uk 
ww.carmarthenshire.gov.uk 

ata used with permission of Countryside 
ouncil for Wales 2004. Extracted from Priority 
abitats of Wales: a technical guide, edited by 
. S. Jones, D. P. Stevens, T. H. Blackstock, 
. R. Burrows and E. A. Howe, 2003. 
eproduced from the Ordnance Survey map 
ith the permission of the Controller of HM 
tationery Office, Crown Copyright Reserved-
A 0997L 

 

plants can tolerate different amounts of salt water so the 
saltmarsh is divided into ‘zones’. 
Saltmarshes provide important high-tide roosting areas for 
wading birds and wildfowl that feed on adjacent mudflats. They 
also provide breeding sites for birds and provide winter feeding 
grounds for large flocks of wild duck and geese. Saltmarsh can 
support a number of uncommon invertebrate species and also 
provide sheltered nursery sites for several species of fish. © Richard Pryce 

Saltmarshes are capable of dispersing the energy of the 
waves and can therefore help greatly in protecting the 
coastline. 
Distribution in Carmarthenshire 
The Burry Inlet has the second largest continuous area of 
saltmarsh in the UK and the Tywi, Taf and Gwendraeth 
estuaries all have significant areas. Being of international 
importance, they are included in the ‘Carmarthen Bay and 
Estuaries’ Special Area of Conservation (SAC).  

What are the threats? 
* Land reclamation for industrial/agricultural development. 
* Erosion and deposition – both can affect saltmarsh sites. 
* Coastal defence works can affect local sediment accumulation. 
* Over or under grazing can effect the structure and 

composition of saltmarsh vegetation and invertebrate species  
* Agricultural improvement has affected the upper parts of 

some saltmarshes. Run-off of fertilizer or sewage can also 
lead to unwanted algal growth. 

* Spread of the invasive cord-grass Spartina anglica. 
* Pollution, fly tipping and military use. Some sites have also 

been drowned through barrage construction. 
What is being done locally 
* A Shoreline Management Plan recognises the value of 

Carmarthenshire’s saltmarsh, as well as their potential role in 
coastal defence. 

* Surveys of the habitat in the county have been carried out.  
* Saltmarshes are grazed to produce a diversity of vegetation 

structure. 
Where you can see this habitat 
Good examples can be seen at the National Wetlands Centre, 
Wales, at Penclacwydd and from the Millennium Coastal  Park. 
 
 
 
 

     

 

             


	SALTMARSH
	Conservation objectives

	Data used with permission of Countryside Council for Wales 2
	What is saltmarsh?
	Distribution in Carmarthenshire
	What is being done locally




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


