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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the 13" Newsletter. | have been asked to produce a bulletin summarizing the
highlights of the year so far, to keep interest levels going. I’ve personally not been able to get
out and about mothing, but there are a dedicated few who are putting in amazing effort and
getting some great rewards. 2009 is supposed to be a “migrant year” by my calculations — there
is a notable influx of interesting continental moths every third year, so hopefully traps from
here to the end of the year should occasionally hold something exciting and unusual. lan and I
are also planning to target the cliffs in the southwest coastal area beyond Pendine in a few
weeks time, an area that is very under-recorded mainly due to difficulty in access, but one that
has huge potential, as was shown by lan at the end of June (see reports).

Compared to the appalling summers of 2007 and 2008 when rain and wind was near constant,
we have actually had some decent and prolonged spells of weather so far this year (although as
I write this, it is back to rain and wind...). Though there haven’t perhaps been as many people
trapping this year, there have been some fantastic records. Probably the best of which is....

>
Devonshire Wainscot Mythimna putrescens
The first county record for almost a century.




NATIONAL MOTH NIGHT
18-19"" SEPTEMBER 2009

This year NMN will be held over two nights in September, partly to allow for the vagaries of
the weather and also for the following reason (taken from the official website):

For the first time ever a national colour marking experiment will take place as part of National
Moth Night 2009 activities. Various participating sites in England and Wales will be marking
their moth catch in the days leading up to national moth night and we are asking moth
recorders and members of the public to look out for these. As the event draws closer we will
include images on the website of the colours and parts of the wing that will be marked.
Should you be fortunate enough to find a marked moth either during the event or
afterwards then please let us know promptly by telephoning 01326 290287 or emailing
atropos.editor@zen.co.uk

It will be important to provide photographic evidence so that we can specifically find where the
moth was marked and when. Please do not carry out your own marking experiments as
this would cause confusion if a marked moth is retrapped.

So if you do find a colour-marked moth, make sure to photo it and let them know. It seems a
long shot to me, but good luck to them.

LATE NEW FOR 2008
Cypress Pug Eupithecia phoeniceata — New to the county

After the Annual Report came out | received an e-mail in April from Huw John who had
visited Carmarthenshire last year on holiday. He had sent me a list of moths from Pembrey that
had included on it Cypress Pug Eupithecia phoeniceata, which being a new species for the
county (although there are “Rothamsted Records”) required a specimen or photo to be
acceptable. He has since provided me with a photo that he took, and | am happy to accept the
record on the back of this. It was caught on 24™ August at Pembrey Post Office (SN4201).




HIGHLIGHTS OF 2009 (so far)

BEST OF THE MICROS

609 Elachista maculicerusella

|16/06/2009| 1 |Morfa Farm, Johnstown | SN3919 | SN31 |Jon Baker

This is only the 2" county record. Previously seen by Sam Bosanquet in June 2001 in SN21
(Llyny gors). Photographed.

Elachista maculicerusella

1170 Gypsonoma oppressana

| 21/06/2009 | 3 | Penclacwydd | ss5398 | sS59 | Barry Stewart

A new species of Tortricid for the county. Feeds on poplars Populus nigra and P. alba.
Photographed.

Gypsonoma oppressana Photo : Barry Stewart



1421 LARGE TABBY Aglossa pinguinalis
27/06/2009 1 Tyrwaun, Pwll

SN4601 SN40 | lan Morgan

A new Pyralid for the county found, by lan Morgan, in a shed (as is typical for this species) at
Pwll (SN4601) on 10™ July. Photographed.

TABBY Aglossa pingihalis

1445 Pempelia formosa
| 27/06/2009 | 1 | Tyrwaun, Pwli !

SN4601 ’ SN40 ‘Ian Morgan, conf. JSB

And yes, another new Pyralid for the county, found by lan Morgan. This little stunner lives on
elm Ulmus, and was only recorded for the first time in Wales, by Sam Bosanquet in his home
county of Monmouthshire, back in 2006. Identity confirmed, and photographed by JSB.

Pempelia formosa




MACRO-MOTHS

Note: in the tables below, a BOLD 10km grid ref denotes a new 10km record

1661 ORANGE UNDERWING Archiearis parthenias
Previous Records : 8 (SN30, SN32, SN40, SN50, SN53, SN74)
Last recorded : 2008

17/03/2009 1 Tumble CP SN5412 SN51 | lan Morgan
19/03/2009 5 Mynydd Mawr woodland Park SN5412 SN51 | lan Morgan
19/03/2009 2 SW of Ty-llwyd SN5706 SN50 | lan Morgan
20/03/2009 1 E of Cencoed-uchaf SN4803 SN40 | lan Morgan
20/03/2009 1 Gelli-werdd park, Glanaman SN6713 SN61 | lan Morgan
20/03/2009 2 near Llwyn Adda SN6012 SN60 | lan Morgan
20/03/2009 8 Ponty Clerc SN6111 SN61 | lan Morgan
20/03/2009 10 Pembrey Forest SN3803 SN30 | Jon Baker

21/03/2009 3 E of Cencoed-uchaf SN4803 SN40 | lan Morgan
21/03/2009 4 Cors Goch, Llanllwch SN3618 SN31 | lan Morgan
21/03/2009 2 nr Capel Ifan, Pontyberem SN4910 SN41 | lan Morgan
21/03/2009 1 Pwll Lagoon SN4601 SN40 | lan Morgan
22/03/2009 1 Pembrey Forest SN3802 SN30 | lan Morgan
24/03/2009 3 Mynydd Mawr woodland Park SN5412 SN51 | lan Morgan

lan has single-handedly knocked this species firmly off the county rarity list. It seems to be
fairly widespread, though you still need to have the right weather and the flight period seems to
be a window of about a week. Still need to get this species photographed in the county. IKM
adds “All records associated with young birch woodland or scrub, with most moths seen
midday to late afternoon in bright sunshine; often only brief views as they flew above, or in
between, the birches.”

MULLEIN WAVE Scopula marginepunctata




1689 MULLEIN WAVE Scopula marginepunctata
Previous Records : 1 (SS49)
Last recorded : 1991

29/06/2009 1 Gilman Point SN2207 SN20 | lan Morgan

29/06/2009 1 Ragwen Point SN2207 SN20 | lan Morgan

Very excited to see this, and have the chance to photo it. Barry’s 1991 record from Pembrey
Dunes has for too long been the only county record (and was probably a wanderer there, as it
has not turned up again in probably the most intensively trapped part of the county). lan’s
pioneering visit to the cliffs west of Pendine paid off big time with this and several other
incredible catches. Photo above.

1790 TISSUE Triphosa dubitata
Previous Records : 3 (SN51, SN62)
Last recorded : 2008

02/03/2009 6 Garn - large quarry SN5916 SN51 | Mat Ridley

17/04/2009 1 Garn - large quarry SN5916 SN51 | Mat Ridley

Having found this species at Carmel on two occasions last year, Mat has continued to target it
in suitable areas and been rewarded. Great stuff. | hope to be able to photo one soon!

1813 HAWORTH’S PUG Eupithecia haworthiata
Previous Records : 10 (SN21, SN30. SN31, SN61, SS49)
Last recorded : 2008

29/06/2009| 1 ‘Gilman Point ‘ SN2207 ‘ SN20 |Ian Morgan, det :JSB

Still an uncommon species in the county, due to the scarcity of traveller’s-joy Clematis vitalba.

THYME PUG Eupithecia ditinctariacontrctata o




1843 THYME PUG Eupithecia distinctaria constrictata. Notable B.
Previous Records : 1 (SN51)
Last recorded : 1975

| 29/06/2009 | 2 | Ragwen Point | sN2207 | SN20 | lan Morgan, det :3SB

It’s been a very long time since E. Pelham-Clinton’s only county record from Carmel Woods.
So this is a great record of lan’s, and | am glad to have had the chance to photo them too. Photo
above.

1859 SLOE PUG Pasiphila chloerata
Previous Records : 2 (SN40)
Last recorded : 2007

| 21/06/2009 | 5 | Penclacwydd | ss5398 | ss59 | Barry Stewart

Barry scored a new 10km record here, with all three records so far being from the Llanelli area.
Hopefully it will turn up a little further north and west very soon.

1964 ANNULET Charissa obscurata
Previous Records : 8 (SN10, SN30, SN51, SN61)
Last recorded : 2008

| 29/06/2009 | 4 | Gilman Point | SN2207 | SN20 | 1an Morgan

A scarce species and primarily a coastal one in the county.

1979 LIME HAWK-MOTH Mimas tiliae
Previous Records : 11 (SN40, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

05/06/2009 1 Mwdlwscwm Farm, Llannon SN5307 SN50 | Tom & Ace Yates

21/06/2009 1 14 Job's Well Rd, Johnstown SN3919 SN31 | Jon Baker

Since lan Morgan discovered this species new for the county a few years ago, he and Llanelli
have monopolized the records. So it was very nice to see that it has seemingly spread, even as
far as my Carmarthen garden! Oddly no records from Pwll this year...

LIME HAWK-MOTH Mimas tiliae



1996 ALDER KITTEN Furcula biCUSpiS
Previous Records : 12 (SN32, SN40, SN42, SN53, SN74)
Last recorded : 2008

22/04/2009

1

Tyrwaun, Pwll

SN4601

SN40

lan Morgan

28/05/2009

n/c

Glanrhyd, Brechfa

SN5030

SN53

Dave & Jan Bannister

Always nice to see this tidy little moth, which remains very local and rarely caught.

2038 MUSLIN FOOTMAN Nudaria mundana

Previous Records : 7 (SN20, SN51)

Last recorded : 2008

| 23/06/2009 |

2

‘ Palycwrt

SN6818

‘ SN61 ‘Ian Morgan

An upland record is to be expected, and a new 10km square. This species seems to have an
affinity with calcareous rocks (its larvae feed on lichens) with previous records from Gelli Aur
(where the mansion is built of limestone) and near Laugharne on base-rich ORS cliffs. The

Palycwrt site lies on Carboniferous Limestone.

2090 CRESCENT DART Agrotis trux lunigera

Previous Records : 10 (SN10, SN31, SS59)

Last recorded : 2008

29/06/2009 ‘

2

‘ Ragwen Point

SN2207 ‘ SN20 ‘Ian Morgan

Though a new 10km square, it is just along the coast from the previous records.

2114 DOUBLE DART Graphiphora augur
Previous Records : 33 (SN40, SN44, SN53, SN61, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

20/06/2009 1 Capel Isaac, NE of SN6028 SN62 | Vaughn Matthews, det: JSB
27/06/2009 1 Gelly, Rhydcymerau SN5739 SN53 | Julian Wormald
02/07/2009 1 Gelly, Rhydcymerau SN5739 SN53 | Julian Wormald

Very local in the county — the 33 records are nearly all from just one site in SN53. A nice find
for Vaughn who has just taken up mothing in the county.

2140 WHITE-MARKED Cerastis leucographa
Previous Records : 15 (SN12, SN32, SN51, SN53)
Last recorded : 2008

29/03/2009 1 Cnwcy Llwyn SN5131 SN53 | Sam Bosanquet
30/03/2009 1 Bryn Llinos, Carmel SN5816 SN51 | Mat Ridley

12/04/2009 1 Gelly, Rhydcymerau SN5739 SN53 | Julian Wormald
15/04/2009 1 Cnwc y Llwyn SN5131 SN53 | Sam Bosanquet
19/04/2009 1 Cnwc y Llwyn SN5131 SN53 | Sam Bosanquet

Continuing with the run of recent records, the majority as usual coming from the Brechfa area.




2142 BEAUTIFUL YELLOW UNDERWING Anarta myrtilli
Previous Records : 9 - of which 5 are larval (SN31, SN53, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

‘29/06/2009‘ 1 ‘Ragwen Point ‘ SN2207 ‘ SN20 |Ian Morgan

A new part of the county for this very pretty day-flying moth that is probably under-recorded
and not quite as scarce as the five imago records suggest.

2145 NUTMEG Discestra trifolii
Previous Records : 13 (SN40, SS49, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

04/06/2009 3 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
12/06/2009 7 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
13/06/2009 12 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
14/06/2009 4 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
22/06/2009 6 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
02/07/2009 5 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan

lan seems to have stumbled upon Nutmeg Central with this one! Has always been an incredibly
scarce species, occurring exclusively in the SE coastal area. | had suspected it was a migrant
only species, but it would seem otherwise. IKM adds: “Dyfatty Park (just east of Burry Port) is
a new commercial facility with lots of “wasteground” -with plenty of the larval foodplant —
goosefoots and the like.”

2162 GLAUCOUS SHEARS Papestra biren
Previous Records : 6 (SN32, SN53, SN61, SN71)
Last recorded : 2008

28/05/2009 1 Palycwrt SN6718 SN61 | lan Morgan, det: JSB

03/06/2009 1 Gelly, Rhydcymerau SN5739 SN53 | Julian Wormald

A species of moorland and mountains that sometimes wanders.




2171 MARBLED CORONET Hadena confusa
Previous Records : 3 (SN40, SN51, SS59)
Last recorded : 1991

‘29/06/2009‘ 1 ‘Ragwen Point ‘ SN2207 ‘ SN20 |Ian Morgan, det :JSB

Nearly 20 years since the last of a flurry of three records. | had suspected that the species was
no longer resident in the county, but this record seems to say otherwise. Certainly the habitat
for this record is far more appropriate. Lives on sea campion Silene uniflora and rock sea-
spurrey Spurgularia rupicola.

2184 NORTHERN DRAB Orthosia opima
Previous Records : 2 (SN53)
Last recorded : 2007

| 22/04/2009 | 1 | cnwey Liwyn | SN5131 | SN53 | Sam Bosanquet

This time caught on the south side of Brechfa Forest. Would be nice to score it a little further
afield.

2202 L-ALBUM WAINSCOT Mythimna I-album. Notable B.
Previous Records : 4 (SN10, SN20, SN30)
Last recorded : 2006

13/06/2009 1 E of Burry Port SN4600 SN40 | lan Morgan
29/06/2009 3 Gilman Point SN2207 SN20 | lan Morgan
29/06/2009 2 Ragwen Point SN2207 SN20 | lan Morgan

There haven’t been any county records of this species sine the initial four by Sam and myself
in the autumn of 2006. So very nice to have some summer records, and also one from further
east. Clearly there is a small coastal breeding population.

10



2204 OBSCURE WAINSCOT Mythimna obsoleta
Previous Records : 21 (SN40, SS49, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

03/06/2009 2 Erw Las, LIwynhendy SS5399 SS59 | lan Morgan
04/06/2009 2 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
12/06/2009 1 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
20/06/2009 1 Ffrwd Fen SN4102 SN40 | lan Morgan
21/06/2009 1 14 Job's Well Rd, Johnstown SN3919 SN31 | Jon Baker

Scoring one in my garden trap in Carmarthen was a surprise, as all previous county records had
been from the coastal zone between Pembrey and Llanelli.

2206 DEVONSHIRE WAINSCOT Mythimna putrescens Notable A.
Previous Records : 2 HISTORICAL (SN20, SN31)
Last recorded : 1910

| 20/06/2009 | 1 | Ragwen Point | sn2207 | sN20 | 1an Morgan, det :JsB

I was more than pleasantly surprised to find this in a tube presented to me in a batch of moths
needing identifying and photographing! The first modern day record. lan, I know is very keen
to incorporate historical records — which I personally find have less relevance, but this becomes
the 3" County Record, after ones from 1870 and 1910 in Laugharne and Pendine.

11



2235 TAWNY PINION Lithophane semibrunnea
Previous Records : 1 (SN40)
Last recorded : 2007

31/03/2009‘ 1 ‘Troserch Farm SN5404 ‘ SN50 |Co|in Jones

The first county record was as recent as 2007, so great to have another turn up so soon
afterwards. Photographed and identification confirmed by JSB.

2237 GREY SHOULDER-KNOT Lithophane ornitopus lactipennis
Previous Records : 10 (SN32, SN51, SN53, SN74)
Last recorded : 2008

02/03/2009 1 Bryn Llinos, Carmel SN5816 SN51 | Mat Ridley

14/03/2009 1 Garn - bramble glade SN5916 SN51 | Mat Ridley

19/03/2009 1 Cnwc y Llwyn SN5131 SN53 | Sam Bosanquet
02/04/2009 1 Caedwgan, Brechfa SN5234 SN53 | F Sharpley & D Groom

I’m still waiting for an opportunity to photograph this species. It remains a very scarce
hibernator, more commonly encountered in spring than autumn.

2250 DARK BROCADE Blepharita adusta
Previous Records : 7 (SN51, SN53, SN54, SN61, SN71, SN82)
Last recorded : 2007

28/05/2009 1 Palycwrt SN6718 SN61 | lan Morgan, det :JSB

Its scarcity in the county is due to its habitat being the remote uplands that are rarely visited.
On those occasions when people do trap up a mountain in the right season, this moth often
turns up.

2256 SATELLITE Eupsilia transversa
Previous Records : 17 (SN20, SN31, SN32, SN40, SN44, SN51, SN53, SN62)
Last recorded : 2008

17/02/2009 1 Bryn Llinos, Carmel SN5816 SN51 | Mat Ridley
17/02/2009 1 Garn - herb paris patch SN5816 SN51 | Mat Ridley
06/03/2009 1 Bryn Llinos, Carmel SN5816 SN51 | Mat Ridley
11/03/2009 1 Tyrwaun, Pwll SN4601 SN40 | lan Morgan
30/03/2009 1 Garn - bramble glade SN5916 SN51 | Mat Ridley

Another seemingly scarce hibernating species, that is being increasingly recorded in the spring.

2327 CLOUDED BRINDLE Apamea epomidion
Previous Records : 8 (SN30, SN40, SN51, SN53, SS49)
Last recorded : 2008

02/07/2009 1 E of Burry Port SN4600 SN40 | lan Morgan, det :JSB

23/06/2009 1 Carmel Woods SN5916 SN51 | Mat Ridley, conf. JSB

Seemingly increasing, with most of the county records in the last couple of years.

12



2329 CONFUSED Apamea furva britannica
Previous Records : 4 (SN50, SN51, SN61, SN74)
Last recorded : 2008

| 24/06/2009 | 48 | Mynydd Llangyndeyrne | sn4813 | sn41 | 1an Morgan, conf: JSB

A huge number in two actinic traps left out on Mynydd Llangyndeyrne by lan. A new 10km
square for this very local species of (primarily) uplands.

2331 SMALL CLOUDED BRINDLE Apamea unaminis
Previous Records : 11 (SN33, SN40, SN41, SN50, SN53, SN62, SS59)
Last recorded : 2008

‘21/06/2009‘ 2 ‘Penclacwydd ‘ SS5398 ‘ SS59 |Barry Stewart

Always a very scarce species, most often seen in the Llanelli area.

2391 SILKY WAINSCOT Chilodes maritimus
Previous Records : 19 (SN30, SN40, SN50, SS49, SS59)
Last recorded : 2006

12/06/2009 1 Dyfatty Park SN4500 SN40 | lan Morgan
20/06/2009 1 Ffrwd Fen SN4102 SN40 | lan Morgan
27/06/2009 1 Tyrwaun, Pwll SN4601 SN40 | lan Morgan

It’s been a few years without this species being recorded in the county, which is probably due
to trapping habits and lack of targeting than any other factor. It’s a scarce species that is rarely
seen away from the Pembrey to Llanelli coastal marshes and wetlands.

. - . W ot T
K-TIP Laspeyria flexula
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2473 BEAUTIFUL HOOK-TIP Laspeyria flexula
Previous Records : 1 (SN61)
Last recorded : 2006

|04/O7/2009| 1 |Tyrwaun, Pwll | SN4601 | SN40 |Ian Morgan

Another record to add to the 2006 record (there is also an unsubstantiated “Rothamsted
Record” from the 1980s which | do not include in the main county database.). Seems to be
creeping westward in Wales generally. Would be nice to be a regular in traps here, as it’s very
pretty.

SOME TARGET MOTHS

The following list are some ideas of species that | would love to receive records for, or better
still, I would love to have good live specimens available to photograph. I’m providing it as a
bit of inspiration:

371 LUNAR HORNET MOTH Sesia bembeciformis
Previous Records : 2+ (SN22, SN51) possible records for SN53 and SN74
Last recorded : 2006

When to look for: July to early August

Where : Could occur anywhere. Lives on Willows. Day-flying.

1632 PALE EGGAR Poecilocampa populi
Previous Records : 4 (SN21, SN32, SN33)

Last recorded : 2003

When to look for: August to September.

Where : Woodland, gardens.

1658 OAK LUTESTRING Cymatophorima diluta
Previous Records : Only Rothamsted records. All from SN74.
Last recorded : not clear.

When to look for: Late August to September.

Where : Oak woodland.

1745 MALLOW Larentia clavaria

Previous Records : 1 (SN62)

Last recorded : 2002

When to look for: September to early November

Where : Wherever its foodplant grows. Mallows, hollyhocks, marsh-mallow etc.

1793 CLOAKED CARPET Euphyia biangulata
Previous Records : 3 (SN53, SN83)

Last recorded : 2008

When to look for: July

Where : Damp woodland.

1897 V MOTH Macaria wauaria
Previous Records : 3 (SN61)

Last recorded : 2005

When to look for: July and August
Where : Wherever currants grow.
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1942 DOTTED CARPET Alcis jubata

Previous Records : 5 (SN53, SN74)

Last recorded : 2006

When to look for: Late June to mid September, peaking in July.
Where : Ancient woodland.

2026 VAPOURER Orgyia antiqua

Previous Records : 1 (SN30) — larval only.

Last recorded : 2005

When to look for: July to October

Where : Could occur anywhere. Pembrey MOD is the only previous site. As females are wingless it cannot easily
establish new colonies. Flies by day and night.

2254 GREY CHI Antitype chi

Previous Records : 1 (SN62)

Last recorded : 1996

When to look for: August and September.

Where : Usually upland moors and open grassy places.

2299 MOUSE MOTH Amphipyra tragopoginis

Previous Records : 21 (SN30, SN31, SN40, SN44, SN61, SS49, SS59)

Last recorded : 2001

When to look for: July to September.

Where : Could occur anywhere. A once common species that seems to have mysteriously gone extinct.

2303 STRAW UNDERWING Thalpophila matura
Previous Records : 2 (SN40, SN52)

Last recorded : 2003

When to look for: July and August

Where : Grassland, open habitats.

2447 SCARCE SILVER Y Syngrapha interrogationis

Previous Records : 1 (SN74) plus several Rothamsted records from the same area.
Last recorded : 1984

When to look for: Late June to mid August

Where : Upland moorlands.

2475 WAVED BLACK Parascotia fuliginaria
Previous Records : 1 (S549)

Last recorded : 2005

When to look for: June and July

Where : Primarily damp woodlands and heaths.

My thanks to all those who have sent me records so far this year:

lan Morgan, Mat Ridley, Sam Bosanquet, Dave & Jan Bannister, Julian Wormald, Keith
Williams, Lizzie Wilberforce, Vaughn Matthews, Tom & Ace Yates, Andrew Lucas, Barry
Stewart, Colin Jones, Faye Sharpley & David Groom, and Simeon & Kirsten Jones.

JON BAKER, JULY 14™ 2009
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