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What is Biodiversity
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Biodiversity is, literally, the variety of life on earth. It embraces all living plants and animals
(including mankind), their genetic variation and the ecosystems on which they depend.
Biodiversity is everywhere: in gardens, fields, hedgerows, rivers, mountains, cliffs and in the

sea.

The natural environment of Wales supports the variety the organisms that live here.
Biodiversity also sustains our lives. A healthy natural environment is a vital part of a sustainable
and robust society in Wales. It provides us with pleasure, inspiration and attractive communities.
Our natural environment is of great economic importance, providing food, materials and
medicines, regulating air and water quality and forming part of the cultural identity of the Carmar
thenshire
, providing the landscape and seascape setting that contributes to our mental and physical
health, inspiring and educating us.

At a local level, biodiversity greatly influences the character of our landscape. Carmarthenshir
e is justly
renowned for its magnificent coast, quiet estuaries, steep wooded valleys and rugged uplands.
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Throughout much of the rest of the county there is a patchwork of woodlands and fields,
bounded by the hedge banks that are frequently of historic importance. The sea and seabed
around the Ca
rmarthenshire

coast are also rich in species, some of which are of considerable economic importance.

The value of biodiversity is therefore immense. Its value can be seen in all the ways it
sustains us and the ways we live and work in Carmarthenshire. But it also has intrinsic value —
an inherent right to exist and thrive and we have a fundamental responsibility to ensure that,
through the way that we live, it that it can do so.
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Yn lleol, mae bioamrywiaeth yn dylanwadu'n fawr ar gymeriad ein tirwedd. Mae Sir Gaerfyrd
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Felly mae gwerth aruthrol i fioamrywiaeth. Mae ei gwerth yn amlwg yn y modd mae'n ein
cynnal ni a'n ffyrdd o fyw a gweithio yn Sir Gaerfyrddin. Ond mae gan fioamrywiaeth werth

ynddi'i hun — hawl gynhenid i fodoli a ffynnu ac mae gennym ni gyfrifoldeb sylfaenol i sicrhau,

drwy ein ffordd o fyw, y gall wneud hynny.

6/6



